
1917
1917
PAYNE FLYING 
FIELD   
Early military 
airplanes make 
� ight at West Point, MS.

1920
 1928
DAVIS FIELD  
Mississippi’s 1st 
commercial airport 
opens in Jackson; 
Delta Airlines opens commercial operations 
within the year.

1930
 1935
MERIDIAN AIRPORT

Meridian, MS natives Algene and Frederick Key 
set a � ight endurance record, which still stands 
today. Modern refueling technology is based 
upon their mid-air refueling technique.The 
Smithsonian’s Air and Space Museum currently 
houses the Key Brothers’ plane. 

1938
PIONEER AEROSPACE
Pioneer Aerospace 
Corporation begins 
producing military 
parachutes in Columbia, 
MS for the U.S. service 
men.

1940
 1941
KEESLER AIR 
FORCE BASE
The U.S. War 
Department 
activates Army Air 
Corps Station No. 8, Aviation Mechanics School in 
Biloxi, MS.

 1942
HAWKINS FIELD

The Royal Netherlands Military Flying School is 
established at Hawkins Field in Jackson, MS, where 
600 Dutch airmen trained until 1944.  

1948
RASPET FLIGHT LAB
The Raspet Flight Research Lab at Mississippi 
State University opens in Starkville, MS to study 
and test low-speed aerodynamics and boundary 
layer controls.

1950
1957
EATON AEROSPACE
Eaton Aerospace, then operating as Vickers®, 
opens in Jackson, MS to design and manufacture 
hydraulic pumps.

1958
RASPET FLIGHT 
LAB
Developed and 
tested the XV-11A 
Marvel, the � rst all-� berglass, turbine-powered, 
composite aircraft at its Starkville, MS laboratory.

1960
 1961
STENNIS SPACE 
CENTER 
NASA announces 
the � rst U.S. rocket 
test site at Stennis 
Space Center in 
Hancock County, named after Mississippi Senator 
John C. Stennis. The facility was built to test 
Saturn V rockets, which became the platform for 
transporting American astronauts to the moon 
during the Apollo program. 
 

1969
STENNIS SPACE CENTER
American astronauts Neil 
Armstrong, Edwin “Buzz” 
Aldrin, and Michael Collins 
lifted off in the Saturn V 
rocket on their way to the moon during the Apollo 
11 mission. Apollo 11’s booster stages were tested 
at Stennis Space Center.

1970
 1970
NASA
Astronaut Fred Haise, Jr., is the 
� rst Mississippian to travel 
into space. Haise was the lunar 
module pilot for the Apollo 13 
mission on April 11-17.

 1975
STENNIS SPACE 
CENTER 
The Space 
Shuttle’s main 
engine is � rst 
tested in Mississippi. All shuttle engines used 
to boost the spacecraft into low-earth orbit were 
� ight certi� ed at Stennis. 

1978
STENNIS SPACE CENTER
Earth Resources Laboratory Applications Software 
(ELAS) is developed at Stennis Space Center and 
implemented worldwide.

1979
BEECH AEROSPACE SERVICES
Beech Aerospace Services, Inc. (now a division of 
L3 Vertex Aerospace Logistics Solutions) transfers 
its headquarters to Mississippi.

1980
1983
RAYTHEON 
International 
aerospace and 
defense company opens manufacturing operations 
in Forest, MS.

1988
PIONEER AEROSPACE

Pioneer Aersopace becomes a part of Zodiac’s 
Aerosafety Systems Group in Columbia, MS.

STENNIS SPACE CENTER
Rocket test facility at Stennis reaches 1,000th 
test � ring milestone of Space Shuttle main 
engine.

1989
RASPET FLIGHT 
LAB
Raspet builds 
Honda UA-5, the 
� rst all-graphite 
turbofan business jet. 

NASA
Mississippian Richard H. Truly 
becomes � rst astronaut to 
head NASA, serving as its 8th 
Administrator.

1990
1990
RASPET FLIGHT LAB
Raspet builds Honda MH02, the � rst all-
composite business jet to � y.

1991
STENNIS SPACE CENTER 
NASA designates Stennis as the Center of 
Excellence for large propulsion system testing.

1992
GE AVIATION
The Memphis Group 
(now GE Aviation) 
opens in Greenwood, MS.

1993
STENNIS SPACE CENTER
The High Heat Flux Facility is dedicated at 
Stennis to test materials for future hypersonic 
spacecraft.

1996
STENNIS SPACE CENTER
The � rst test is conducted on a subscale 
cryogenic fuel tank for the X-33 Resusable 
Launch Vehicle (RLV) program.

STENNIS SPACE CENTER
Endeavor is the � rst space 
shuttle to � y three Block 1 
SSMEs, tested at Stennis in 
May. Stennis is designated 
as lead center for rocket 
propulsion testing and engine 
component testing for the 
X-33 RLV program.

1997
STENNIS SPACE 
CENTER
NASA designates 
Stennis as the 
lead center for 
implementing 
commercial remote sensing activities.

1998 
AEROJET ROCKETDYNE 

Stennis partners with Pratt & Whitney Rocketdyne 
(now Aerojet Rocketdyne) to test the RS-68 Delta 
IV rocket engines. The RS-68 is the largest of all 
hydrogen-fueled rocket engines. 

ATK (Alliant Techsystems, Inc.)
Global aerospace and defense company ATK 
opens manufacturing facilty in Iuka, MS.

2000
2001
STENNIS SPACE 
CENTER
Stennis E Test 
Complex completes 
test series for 
the integrated 
powerhead demonstrator (IPD) liquid oxygen 
turbopump. The IPD Program develops new 
technologies for NASA’s second-generation 
propulsion systems.

2002
LOCKHEED 
MARTIN
Lockheed Martin 
Propulsion Manufacturing Center opens at 
Stennis in March.

2004
LOCKHEED MARTIN
First spacecraft propulsion subsystem produced 
by Lockheed Martin PMC is launched on AMC 10 
spacecraft. 

AIRBUS HELICOPTERS

American Eurocopter (now Airbus Helicopters) 
locates helicopter manufacturing division in 
Columbus, MS to build light utility helicopters 
for the U.S. Army.

2005
GENERAL ATOMICS
General Atomics opens component part 
manufacturing facility in Tupelo, MS for 
Electromagnetic Aircraft Launch System and 
Advanced Arresting Gear programs used on 
aircraft carriers.

2006
NORTHROP GRUMMAN

Northrop Grumman’s Unmanned Systems Center 
in Moss Point opens. The facility is the production 
center for unmanned aircraft used to enhance 
national security through surveillance and 
reconnaissance missions. 

2006 
STENNIS SPACE CENTER 
NASA announces 
Constellation Program for 
robotic, human moon, and 
Mars exploration. Stennis 
is named to manage and 
integrate rocket propulsion 
testing for the Crew Launch 
Vehicle Project.

SELEX GALILEO, INC. 
Selex Galileo begins radar installation operations 
based out of Stennis. The Selex ESSeaspray 
7500E Active Electronically Scanned Array (ASEA) 
radar is used by the United States Coast Guard 
HC-130H � eet. 

2007
ROLLS ROYCE
Rolls-Royce North America opens 
its � rst outdoor jet engine testing 
facility at Stennis Space Center, 
capable of accomodating 24/7 
testing.

STARK AEROSPACE, an IAI company 
Stark Aerospace opens in Columbus, MS and 
begins Electro Optics payload production 
(POP300) used for observation, surveillance, 
tracking, and targeting applications.

AURORA FLIGHT 
SCIENCES
Aurora opens new 
standalone facility at Golden Triangle Airport in 
Columbus, MS.                                                                                                                                              
                                                                       

2008 
STARK AEROSPACE, an IAI company 
Stark Aerospace begins production of Hunter MQ-
5B, a Tactical Unmanned Aerial Vehicle (TUAV). 

2008
GE AVIATION 

GE Aviation opens � rst special composite 
component jet engine manufacturing plant in 
Batesville, MS.      

2009
LOCKHEED MARTIN
The company’s  � rst 
propulsion subsystem 
for the missile defense 
program is produced at 
Stennis Space Center.     

2010 
2010
SELEX GALILEO, INC. 
Selex opens engineering concept facility in Madison, MS.

STARK AEROSPACE, an IAI company 

Stark Aerospace’s Heron I, a Medium Altitude Long 
Endurance (MALE) unmanned aerial system (UAS) 
� ies in Central America for counter narco-terrorism 
operations. 

2010 
STENNIS SPACE CENTER 
Stennis unveils partnership with Orbital Sciences Corp. 
to test Aerojet AJ26 engines used in commercial cargo 
transport � ights to the International Space Station.

2011
LOCKHEED MARTIN
Lockheed Martin opens mission support center in 
Clinton, MS.

UNIVERSAL ASSET MANAGMENT
Universal Asset Management begins aircraft 
assembly and supplier operations in Tupelo, MS.

2012
SELEX GALILEO, INC. 

Selex Galileo expands its Mississippi operations with 
construction of new 54,000-square-foot hangar.

STENNIS SPACE CENTER 
The center marks historic moment 
with � rst instance of two female 
engineers conducting rocket engine 
tests at Stennis on the same day.

2013
NORTHROP GRUMMAN
Northrop Grumman’s Moss Point site begins work 
on the � rst NATO Airborne Ground Surveillance 
Global Hawk unmanned aircraft.

GE AVIATION 
GE Aviation opens second composite materials 
factory in Ellisville, MS to manufacturer and 
assemble new composite components for jet engines. 

2013 
ROLLS ROYCE

Rolls-Royce invests $50 million to add a second 
test stand facility at Stennis. 

RAYTHEON
The Republic of Korea selects RACR, the Raytheon 
Advanced Combat Radar, for the country’s � eet of 
KF-16C/D Block 52 Fighting Falcon combat aircraft. 
RACR is assembled at its Forest, MS facility.

2014
LOCKHEED MARTIN 
Lockheed Martin PMC produces its 50th propulsion 
subsystem at Stennis. 

GENERAL 
ATOMICS 
Company expands manufacturing operations at 
its Tupelo, MS facility.

2014 
NORTHROP GRUMMAN 
Northrop Grumman’s Moss 
Point site begins production 
on the MQ-8C Fire Scout, an 
unmanned helicopter.  
  
STARK AEROSPACE, an IAI company 
Stark Aerospace in Columbus, MS, delivers the 
ArrowLite hand-launched, single-operator tactical 
unmanned aerial system for use by special operations 
and counter-terrorism small tactical units.

STENNIS SPACE CENTER 
Orbital Sciences Corporation launches an Antares 
rocket and Cygnus spacecraft on its � rst of eight 
cargo missions to the International Space Station. 
The � rst stage of the vehicle is powered by two Aerojet 
Rocketdyne AJ26 engines tested at Stennis.
  
SPACEX 
SpaceX begins 
testing components at Stennis Space Center for 
their Raptor methane rocket engines, to be used 
in next generation space missions.

AIRBUS HELICOPTERS
Airbus is awarded a 
$220.5 million contract 
to build UH-72A Lakota 
light utility helicopters for the U.S. Army.

UAS CENTER OF EXCELLENCE at MSU
In May, the FAA selected Mississippi State 
University as the location for its Unmanned Aerial 
Systems Center of Excellence. MSU will lead a 
core team of 13 universities in helping the FAA 
research ways to integrate UAS into the national 
airspace.

…AND MORE MISSIONS ON THE HORIZON
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