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INTRODUCTION

The Mississippi Development Authority’s Energy Division’s (MDA-ED) sustainable
communities program exists to address the needs of municipalities and counties, and rural
communities to incorporate sustainable energy and environmental planning in aspects of a
community’s long-term growth. Our vision is to significantly improve the position of
Mississippi communities as a competitive business location, while planning to meet future
energy needs. Sustainable Communities will implement measures in energy efficiency,
transportation, awareness and renewable energy.

One of the most commonly used definitions for sustainable development is derived
from the Brundtland Report, 1987 where the World Commission on Environment
and Development offered this definition: “Sustainable development is...development
that meets the needs of the present without compromising the ability of future
generations to meet their own needs.”

PURPOSE

MDA-ED allotted $50,000 of its U.S. Department of Energy State Energy Program funds, to
offer mini-grants to local municipalities in the state of Mississippi. These funds may be
used towards energy efficiency in three categories: programs, buildings and transportation.
All projects must be in-state and impact publicly owned equipment and/or facilities.

The submission of an application does not constitute an award. Projects may not begin
prior to full execution of a MDA-ED grant agreement.

ELIGIBLE APPLICANTS

Only local units of government defined as cities, counties, and tribal governments within
the state of Mississippi are eligible for participation in this Funding Opportunity
Announcement (FOA).

ELIGIBLE PROJECTS

The Sustainable Communities program is designed to help local units of government design
a plan towards creating healthy environmental practices in energy. Applicants are
encouraged to develop and submit projects that provide measurable and verifiable
benefits. A list of eligible activities for use of program funds is described below. Funds
must be expended prior to May 30, 2012; therefore, projects that may be started and
completed in a timely manner will be favored. These grant funds are not to be used for
projects that have already begun or to recover funds that have already been expended.

1. Energy Efficiency Programs:
Funding under this category may be used to develop energy efficiency programs for
public buildings and facilities. Projects may include but are not limited to energy
management training for building tenants; designing an energy management program;
and public education.
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2. Buildings:
Grants may be used for the purpose of improving efficiency in buildings. Below are
eligible purchases to reduce total energy consumption in facilities. Applications must
demonstrate energy and cost savings of proposed retrofits.
e Automatic Controls
e Purchase and installation of ENERGY STAR products or the equivalent:

Building Products | Heating & Cooling Lighting Plumbing
e Sealand Insulate | e Air Conditioning | e Light Fixtures e Water Heater-
e Windows, Doors |e Boilers e Light Bulbs Solar, Tankless,
and Skylights e Ductless Heating Heat Pump
& Cooling

e Fans, Ventilating

e Furnaces

e Heat pumps

e Air Sealing

3. Transportation:
Funding will be made to support initiatives to enhance Public Transit/ Park and Ride
initiatives in areas of economic development such as providing rides for tourist and
working adults. Rides must be open to the public and not exclusive to any special
groups. Projects may only be conducted with existing Mississippi Department of
Transportation public transit and urban system providers.

PROHIBITED EXPENDITURES

Regulations prohibit the use of funds for the following:

¢ Construction, such as construction of mass transit systems and exclusive bus lanes,
or for the construction or repair of buildings or structures;

e Use of funds for any casino or other gambling establishment, aquarium, zoo, golf
course, or swimming pool;

e Purchase of land, a building or structure or any interest therein;

e Research, development or demonstration of renewable energy techniques or
advanced vehicle technologies not commercially available; and

e Supplanting of state or local funds already committed to projects.

¢ No funds can be used for any activity whatsoever at a prohibited establishment.

AWARD AMOUNTS
The maximum grant amount allowed under this program is $20,000. The minimum
grant size is $5,000. Only one (1) application per eligible applicant is allowed.

PERIOD OF PERFORMANCE
Funded projects must be those that may be completed expeditiously. The period of

performance will begin upon the execution of a grant agreement and will end on or before
May 30, 2012.
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APPLICATION INSTRUCTIONS
To apply for this mini-grant opportunity, please submit three (3) copies of the following
information.

1. Executive Summary (Limit 3 Pages) The Executive Summary must be a self-contained
document that includes the following:

e Name of the Applicant;

e Project description: (Include eligible project category from which the project is
chosen; Provide clear, concise statement of specific goals and objectives; Explain
how the funds will be used, and how the project contributes to long-term
sustainability; If planning to purchase equipment, how it is an improvement over
existing equipment (higher SEER, etc.); For education or transportation projects,
how many people will be trained/impacted, etc.).

e Expected measurable outcome (energy savings, community impact, etc.);

e List of major participants (for collaborative projects);

e Budget

NOTE: This section should not contain any proprietary information.

2. Budget Justification
Describe all cost associated with the project. Explain how the cost estimates in the
application were developed and why they are reasonable and justified. This is
accomplished by furnishing vendor quotes on the proposed projects or other evidence
of the costs of the proposed measures.

Applications must be received no later than 3:00 P.M. Central Time on Friday,
February 17, 2012. Timely submission of the application is the responsibility of the
Applicant. Envelopes should be marked FOA#EN02172012. Applications received
after the specified time shall be rejected and returned to the Applicant unopened.

Applications and exhibits must be submitted to:

Mississippi Development Authority or Mississippi Development Authority
Attn: Lynn Johnson/ Mike McCollough Attn: Lynn Johnson/ Mike McCollough
FOA#EN02172012 FOA#EN02172012
Post Office Box 849 501 North West Street
Jackson, MS 39205-0849 Woolfolk Building, 15t floor

Jackson, MS 39201

ACCEPTANCE/ REJECTION OF PROPOSALS

Failure to furnish all information or to follow the format identified in these guidelines may
disqualify the proposal. Itis important that each section of the proposal be submitted in
the most complete manner possible. MDA-ED also reserves the right to consult with
outside parties in evaluation of proposals. All proposals become the property of MDA-ED
upon receipt and will not be returned to the Applicant.
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EVALUATION

Applications may receive a maximum of 100 points. Awarded applications will be chosen

from amongst those scoring 65 or more points. The following criteria will be used to

evaluate submissions.

Project Feasibility: The project must be an eligible project. A project
must also be feasible; therefore, the likelihood of project success and
timely completion will be major factors in the evaluation of an individual
proposal. The applicant should demonstrate how the proposed project
will yield expected energy saving and/or environmental results.

Demonstrates energy savings: Please identify in the proposal kilowatt
hours, cubic feet, oil and gas etc. reduced as a result of project
implementation.

Strong Community impact: Sustainable Communities is interested in
projects that can demonstrate positive social benefits (e.g., employment,
education) and those that reduce emissions and pollutants.

Sustainability: Projects that can achieve long-term benefits in energy
conservation practices. The likelihood that a proposed program can be
self-sustaining or that a project’s benefits remain useful after the award
expenditure, without additional state support, will be relevant in proposal
evaluations.

Cost effective: The cost of this project should not outweigh the results.
For example, by replacing inefficient light fixtures, bulbs, or equipment with
new energy efficient light fixtures, bulbs or equipment, a local government
addresses a capital improvement need while reducing energy costs.

Match: Although a match is not required, projects that leverage these
grant funds will be considered with more favor.

FOA QUESTIONS

35%

30%

10%

10%

10%

5%

Questions concerning this FOA must be submitted in writing to: Mississippi Development
Authority, Attn: Mike McCollough or Lynn Johnson Burris, Sustainable Communities Mini-
Grants, FOA#EN02172012, 501 North West Street, Woolfolk Building, Suite 1500, Jackson,
MS 39201, via fax to (601) 359-5042 (Attn: Mike McCollough/Lynn Johnson Burris) or via

email to procurement@mississippi.org. Questions will be received through Thursday,

January 26, 2012, at 2:00 P.M. Central Time. Responses will be posted within 5 business

days. No questions received after this date will be answered.
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